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LARRY LESUEUR 
BACK ON THE FARM, AND HAPPIER 
ANNCR: 

DURING THE DEPTHS OF LAST WINTER AND AGAIN IN EARLY SPRING 
ANGRY AMERICAN FARMERS RUMBLED THEIR BIG TRACTORS INTO 
WASHINGTON, THEY WERE PROTESTING LOW FARM PRICES AND URGING A 
NATIONWIDE FARM STRIKE. BUT WHERE ARE THEY NOW? VOA'S LARRY 
LESUEUR SUPPLIES SOME ANSWERS, 

VOICE: 

THE FARMERS ARE BACK ON THEIR FARMS AFTER ONE OF THE MOST 
SEVERE WINTERS IN YEARS -- THOSE BURLY MEN WHO TIED UP 
WASHINGTON TRAFFIC AND PARKED THEIR BIG TRACTORS ON THE STREETS 
AROUND THE CAPITAL, MEN WITH WEATHERED FACES WHO CROWDED THE 
CAPITAL CORRIDORS AND PACKED THE PUBLIC GALLERIES FOR THE 
CONGRESSIONAL DEBATES. 

CONGRESS, THE FARMERS INSISTED, SHOULD TAKE STEPS TO 
GUARANTEE HIGHER PRICES FOR FARM PRODUCE. THEY SAID THEY INTENDED 
TO STAY IN WASHINGTON UNTIL CONGRESS ACTED, THE FARMERS ASKED 
FOR A GREAT DEAL BUT THEY CERTAINLY DID NOT GET ALL THEY 
WANTED, PRESIDENT CARTER, A FARMER HIMSELF, DECLARED THE 
FARMER'S DEMANDS FOR INCREASED SUBSIDIES WOULD BREAK HIS 
NATIONAL BUDGET. AND HE THREATENED TO VETO THE FARM BILL 
THE SENATE HAD PROMPTLY APPROVED IN THIS CONGRESSIONAL ELECTION 
YEAR. 

HOWEVER, BY THE TIME THE U.S. CROPLANDS WERE READY FOR 
SPRING, THE ADMINISTRATION AND BOTH CHAMBERS OF CONGRESS HAD 
FASHIONED A COMPROMISE THAT WOULD PAY THE FARMERS TO TAKE 


ANOTHER TEN PER CENT OF THEIR FARMLANDS OUT OF PRODUCTION. 
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AND, IN ADDITION, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT WOULD BUY UP MILLIONS 
OF BUSHELS OF WHEAT TO BE ADDED TO THE WORLD'S EMERGENCY 
RESERVES, 

OF COURSE, AS EVERY FARMER KNOWS, CROP CONDITIONS ARE 
DIFFICULT TO PREDICT, SO FAR, THE WEATHER HAS BEEN GOOD, -- 
A GOOD SNOW COVER, PLENTY OF RAIN AT THE RIGHT TIME, AND 
A LOT OF SUN DURING THE GROWING SEASON. IN FACT, SOME OF THE 
WHEAT FARMERS HAVE COME BACK TO WASHINGTON ON BRIEF VISITS, 
TO SHOW THEIR WIVES AND DAUGHTERS THE SIGHTS OF THE NATION'S 
CAPITAL WHILE THEIR SONS BACK HOME PREPARE FOR THE HARVEST. 

AND THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE NOW CAREFULLY 
FORESEES A POSSIBLE RECORD-BREAKING VOLUME OF GRAIN EXPORTS 
WITH FARMER'S PROFITS AT THE THIRD HIGHEST LEVEL IN U.S. 
AGRICULTURAL HISTORY. 

THIS REPRESENTS A DRAMATIC CHANGE IN FARM PROSPECTS 
SINCE LAST WINTER WHEN THE FARMERS INVADED THE OFFICE OF 
AGRICULTURE SECRETARY BOB BERGLAND AND ROUNDLY CRITICIZED THE 
CARTER ADMINISTRATION. YET EVEN AS THE FARMERS WERE PROTESTING 
IN WASHINGTON, FARM COMMODITY PRICES HAD STARTED TO MOVE 
UPWARDS. AND IT NOW APPEARS THAT VARIOUS GOVERNMENT FARM AID 
PROGRAMS ARE WORKING. THESE INCLUDE THE REMOVAL FROM THE 
MIARKET OF FIVE HUNDRED MILLION BUSHELS OF WHEAT FOR A 
GRAIN RESERVE, THE SETTING ASIDE OF SOME 24 MILLION ACRES 
FROM MAJOR CROP PLANTINGS GOVERNMENT LOAN PROGRAMS AND THE 
CONTINUED PROVISION OF U.S. FOREIGN AID TO HELP SUSTAIN 
POORER COUNTRIES, 

OF COURSE, PROVIDING BETTER INCOMES FOR FARMERS HAS MEANT 
HIGHER FOOD PRICES FOR U.S. CONSUMERS, BEEF PRICES, AFTER 


HAVING DECLINED EARLIER, ARE NOW ESPECIALLY HIGH -- HIGH ENOUGH 
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TO PAY THE INTEREST ON A FARMER'S BANK LOANS, IF HE RAISES 
CATTLE AS WELL AS GRAIN, 

SO THE MOOD HAS CHANGED IN MUCH OF THE MIDDLE WEST WHERE 
MOST OF AMERICA'S WHEAT, CORN AND CATTLE ARE GROWN. THE 
FARMERS NOW SEEM POLITICALLY CONTENT. AND PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
BUDGET THAT STARTS NEXT OCTOBER ANTICIPATES LOWER FARM 
SUBSIDY PAYMENTS IN 1979 IN THE BELIEF THAT MARKET PRICES WILL 
BE HIGH ENOUGH TO GIVE FARMERS A FAIR RETURN OVER THEIR COSTS 
OF PRODUCTION. WHETHER THAT PROJECTION TURNS OUT CO.;RECT 
REMAINS TO BE SEEN, 
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